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Dr. Porter in his turn passed this letter on to the Public Health Commit-
tee which, however, took no action. Extraordinary rain supervened and
brought on the much-dreaded plague.
Here, then, in the humble opinion of my Association, there was nothing
left undone by the Indians residing in the Location. It was with them
purely and simply a matter of helplessness. There was nowhere else for
them to go to. It was impossible to vacate the Location and overrun the
town. In spite of urgent entreaties, no site was fixed for them in lieu of
the expropriated Location. Dr. Porter's opinion about the condition of
the Location, which my Association has taken exception to, was given
in 1902, and yet, up to the time of expropriation, (that is, for nearly one
year,) the Location was allowed to remain in the same condition without
any epidemic having broken out.
Here, then, there is a practical demonstration of the truth of evi-
dence given by Dr. Johnston and the late Dr. Marais.1 The Location did,
as a matter of fact, assume the state described by Dr. Porter after if be-
came the property of the Town Council, and after the Indians themselves
became unable to look after it.
Furthermore, the Medical Officer of Health for the Transvaal is
reported to have said as follows in connection with the outbreak, thus
absolving the Indians in the Location from liability :
The coolie Location at Johannesburg was in a disgraceful condition, and
why? Because those poor people were compelled to live in it like chickens in a
coop, and it was left in a most insanitary condition by the authorities. If Mr.
Raitt (member, Legislative Council) had been compelled to live in it, he would
have been just as dirty.
It is also noteworthy that Indians have been no more liable to the
disease in the Transvaal than the other communities outside the Loca-
tion, that is to say, where they had control of their premises. For instance,
in Pretoria and Potchefstroom, where there are Indian Locations, there
were practically no cases of plague amongst the Indians.
Before concluding this portion of the representation, my Association
invites His Excellency's attention to the following from Drs. Veale and
Spink, both medical gentleir^en of long standing :
I hereby certify that I have practised as a general medical practitioner in
the town of Pretoria for the last five years.
During that period, I have had a considerable practice amongst the Indians,
especially about three years ago, when they were more numerous than at present.
I have generally found them cleanly in their persons, and free from the
personal disease due to dirt or careless habits.    Their dwellings are generally
clean and sanitation is willingly attended to by them.   Glass considered, I should
be of opinion that the lowest class of Indian compares most favourably with the
lowest class of white, i.e., the lowest class Indian lives better and in better habi-
tation and with more regard to sanitary measures than the lowest class white.
I have, further, found that during the period that small-pox was epidemic
in the town and district, and is still epidemic in the district, that, although every
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